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To: The Commission

MM Docket No. 87-268

SUPPLEMENT TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

Sierra Broadcasting Company ("Sierra"), the licensee of

Television station KRNV(TV), Reno, Nevada, by its attorneys,

respectfully supplements its Petition filed June 13, 1997 seeking

reconsideration of the Sixth Report and Order (FCC 97-115)

(IISixth R&O") in the above-referenced Digital Television

proceeding. 1 In its Petition, Sierra invited the Commission's

attention to the unfortunate loss of service that would result

from the DTV allocation given to KRNV(TV), a loss so severe that

it ranked as the single greatest service loss of any station in

the nation. As Sierra herein demonstrates, however, there

1 On July 2, 1997, the Commission established August 22, 1997 as
the deadline for supplements to Petitions for Reconsideration,
following release of Office of Engineering and Technology
Bulletin No. 69. See Order, DA 97-1377, July 2, 1997, at , 7.
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appears to be a solution that easily can accommodate both the

needs of KRNV(TV) 's viewing public and the Commission's DTV

allocation goals.

I. Background

KRNV(TV) operates on NTSC Channel 4 and is the NBC affiliate

for the Reno, Nevada market. As stated in Sierra's June 13th

Petition, KRNV(TV) was allotted DTV Channel 33 in the

Commission's Table of DTV Allotments adopted in the sixth R&Q.

This allocation would give KRNV(TV) as a DTV station, coverage of

a mere 59.4 percent of the area it currently serves as an NTSC

station. Further, in terms of population receiving NTSC Grade B

service, it would result in only 71 percent replication. Some

110,000 persons in the station's current viewership would lose

Grade B service.

Thus, the DTV Table effectively awarded KRNV(TV) the dubious

distinction of the worst replication of any television station in

the country. More importantly, however, the new allocation also

represents a threatened loss of service to KRNV(TV) 's viewing

public and a perhaps insurmountable competitive disadvantage to

KRNV(TV) within its market. As such, it also is inconsistent

with the Commission's stated goals of affording broadcasters "the

ability to reach the audiences that they now serve and [providing
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viewers] access to the stations that they now can receive over

the air." Sixth R&O at ~ 29.

II. Sierra's Proposal

As indicated in the Engineering statement of D.L. Markley

and Associates, Inc. (attached hereto), however, there appears to

be a channel that would provide KRNV(TV) with a replication of

service more consistent with the Commission's stated policies.

Thus, DTV Channel 9 can be substituted for DTV Channel 33 at Reno

with a minimum of complication. Sierra would propose to use

Channel 9 at a new site at Slide Mountain.

There are two issues raised by Sierra's proposal: First,

KOLO-TV, Reno, operates on NTSC Channel 8, first adjacent to

Sierra's proposed channel. The relevant Commission spacing

requirements mandate that facilities for Channels 8 and 9 be

located within 17.7 km of each other. To meet that standard,

Sierra proposes that the coordinates for DTV Channel 9 in Reno be

changed to a point on a proposed community antenna site on Slide

Mountain, near Reno. As indicated in the attached Engineering

Statement, negotiations are already underway to develop that

site.

The second issue relates to a 22 km short spacing with KFSN­

TV (DTV Channel 9; NTSC Channel 30), Fresno, California. As is
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apparent from the preliminary profiles and related materials

attached to the Engineering Statement, however, formidable

terrain shielding should negate any potential for actual

interference between the two stations. (Analysis of both the co-

channel intererence potential and more specific date as to

replication of service will be developed further in materials to

be submitted in the near future.)2

Thus, both interference concerns can be resolved simply,

thereby permitting the use of DTV Channel 9 and correcting the

severe service loss that otherwise would result from the

Commission's initial allocation of DTV Channel 33.

III. Conclusion

In the Commission's sixth R&Q, the viewing public of the

Reno area was threatened with a significant, unparalleled loss of

service upon which it has depended for 35 years. Fortunately,

however, this threat easily can be reversed, to the benefit of

KRNV(TV) 's audience.

2 To the extent it is deemed necessary, Sierra hereby requests an
additional 14 days in which to prepare the necessary additional
supporting engineering data.
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Accordingly, Sierra requests that the Commission reconsider

its allocation of DTV Channel 33 to KRNV(TV) and replace it with

DTV Channel 9.

Respectfully submitted,

SIERRA BROADCASTING COMPANY

BY~
James R. Bayes
Jerry V. Haines

of
WILEY, REIN & FIELDING
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Its Attorneys

Dated: August 22, 1997
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D.L. Markley & Associates, Inc.

ENGINEERING STATEMENT

Consultina Engincen

The following engineering statement has been prepared for Sierra

Broadcasting Company, licensee of Television Station KRNV at RenOI Nevada.

and is in support of their Supplement to the Petition for Reconsideration of the

Commission!s Sixth Report and Order.

In the Sixth Report & Orderj the Commission allotted channel 33 to Reno,

Nevada to be paired with channel -4 ~ich is used by KRNV. A study of both the

OlV and the analog Table of Allotments has revealed that an alternative does

. exi~ to the use of channel 33 which \NOuld more efficiently serve the Reno

market. Therefore, it is requested that VHF channel 9 be allotted to Reno to be

used by KRNV as its digital television allotment.

A study of the spacing to other analog and OTV allotments reveals that

the dosest station or aUotment on either set of tables on VHF channel 9 is the

OTV allotment on channel 9 for Fresno, CA to be paired with channel 30 for

KFSN-TV. The spacing involved for the u8e of channel 9 as a ON station at

Reno is specified in Section 73.623(d)(1) as 273.6 kjlometers between VHF ON

allotments in Zone II for a new allotment Without an interference study. The

proposed allotment of ehannel 9 to Reno 'hOuld be short-spaced by 22

I



D.L.. Markley & Associates, Inc. Consultihl Enailleers

kilometers at the site coordinates listed below. A waiver of that short-spacing is

requested.

To support that request, it is noted that the Sierra Nevada Range of

mountains lies on the direct path between Reno and Fresno. This range of

mountains contains peaks YktiCh are more than 4000 feet higher than Reno and

more than 9,000 feet higher than Fresno. It is apparent that the use of channel 9

in Reno will cause no interference to 8 Fresno station.

In addition to the Fresno allocation, the spacing reqUirements limit the

Reno allocation on channel 9 to within 17.7 km. of KOLO-lV, Reno, Nevada,

'll't088 NTSC channel is the first adjacent channel 8. Therefore, it is requested

that the coordinates for the Reno aUocation be changed to 39° 18' 45" N. 1190

53' cxr W. The proposed coordinates are within one kilometer of the KOlO-lV

site~ This will accommodate the plans of the petitioner and others to establish a

community antenna site on Slide Mountain which is South of the city of Reno.

Negotiations with the U. S. Forest Service are currently underway to lead to the

development of that site. The Forest Service has responded positively to that

proposal and a consortium of the area television stations is being formed to

finance the development.

1.

nl SOl'1.Qt:)OSSH"i1 nOlT)l..lQI.1 ','rr LJn>l-l W,.lt:>~:?Cil J.t=.t=.t-t?-Al2l



D.L. Markley & Associates, Inc. Consuidoc EngineeR

The allotment of channel 33 at Reno 'ItOuld have resulted in a DTVINTSC

area match of only 59.4% ¥Jhich \\Ould have been the lov.est of any station listed

in the sixth report and order. It is respectfUlly submitted that the use of channel 9

will allow a considerably better match to be accomplished. A study to determine

the actual percentage of match is being performed using OST Bulletin No. 69 in

accordance with the Commission's criteria. A copy of that study will be filed with

the Commission as an amendment to this Supplement. That same study will

serve to demonstrate further that no interference would be caused by the

proposed channel 9 allocation to the co--channel Fresno allocation. If any such

interference 'lNere found to be predicted, the petitioner agrees to utilize a

directional transmitting antenna system to reduce the signal transmitted toward

Freano to reduce that interference to be equal to or less than that from a fully

spaced DlV station.

The preceding statement was prepared by me or under my direction and

ia true and correct to the best of my knO'Ntedge and belief.

Date:_ ...............~""'-&-+--



D.L. Markley & Associates, Inc. Consulting Engineers

EXHIBITS

The attached exhibits demonstr2lte the terrain from the proposed Channel

9 OTV site for KRNV across an arc centered on the Fresno, CA OTV site. Of

most significance is the fact that the excess loss terms range from 40.8 dB. to

78.5 dB. over these paths.

The final two plots show the predicted service areas for both KRNV and

KFSN-TV. Those plots were determined utiliZing the standard FCC method. It

should be realized that the signaf strengths toward Fresno from the KRNV site

wi)) be reduced from the FCC method by approximately the excess loss terms

from the path plots. It is apparent that there wilt be no appreciable signal in the

Fresno area from the proposed KRNV.

As an example, along the direct path, it would appear that the service contours

'M)Uld overlap. However. as a result of the additional loss'caused by the

mountains. the signat at the KRSN-TV contour would actually be more than 60

dB. less than the desired signal. It is ob"ious that no interference would be

caused to KFSN-TV by a channel 9 facility at the requested coordinates.
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Certificate of Service

I, Lorraine Handel, hereby certify that a copy of the

foregoing Supplement to Petition for Reconsideration was

delivered via first class, postage prepaid mail to the following

this 22 nd day of August, 1997.

Wilmer cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1420

Counsel for KFSN-TV, Fresno

Haley, Bader & Potts P.L.C.
4350 North Fairfax Drive
suite 900
Arlington, VA 22203-1633

Counsel for KOLa-TV Reno


